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Dear Friend,

What a difference a year makes. None of us imagined last March that 2020 would end up as it did, and as  
we reflect on last year, we are tired. You probably are also. A year of isolation from family, friends and  
community. A lack of celebrations, safety and stability. A year filled with employment, systemic racial and 
health tragedies. 

For our community’s most vulnerable young people experiencing homelessness, housing insecurity, trauma 
and crisis, these circumstances are not new, but the devastating impacts of these crises will be felt for many 
years to come. 

So what was 2020 like at Pathfinders? 

First and foremost, our operations remained open without program suspension or staff layoffs in order to 
support our young people. Pathfinders’ dedicated staff, interns, volunteers, donors and community partners 
collectively made this possible. 

Although we remained open, how we did our work 
changed significantly. Our Supported Housing 
team often sat in their cars outside our young 
people’s apartments when they felt isolated at the 
beginning of the pandemic. We had to limit on-site 
capacity in our Drop-In Center and Youth Shelter. 
And therapeutic supports for young people who’ve 
experienced sexual violence, high mental health 
needs and substance abuse  
transitioned online. 

Staying open proved to be critical for so many as one Pathfinders staff described, “Everyone is holding each 
other together, dealing with difficult things one day at a time. One of our young people was starting to give 
up, but four of us (three staff and a peer) came together and surrounded her with love and helped her feel 
supported in a time when she wanted to run away from the situation. We’re feeling power in working 
together right now.”  

In all of this, there were other bright spots. Our trauma-informed MPS middle school became a leader in 
online learning and family connection. Some young people graduated from our Supported Housing program 
to self-sufficiency. And while many youth voiced their feelings of disconnection, isolation and difficulty coping, 
they also took brave steps to prioritize their well-being. 

As access to other community services were difficult to navigate, limited or unavailable, we thank you for your 
investment that ensured Pathfinders was a place young people could turn to for support and to address their 
immediate safety and health issues. 

Sincerely,

Timothy R. Baack, MS, LPC	 William Olivier
President & CEO	 Board Chair
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William Olivier 
Community Volunteer

Board Chair

Chris Gawart
Northwestern Mutual

Vice Chair

Robert Petri
The Cawley Company

Treasurer 

Karen Christenson
Community Volunteer

Secretary 

Alice Ambrowiak
Baird

Ramel Bly
State of Wisconsin,  
Dept. of Corrections

Laura Emir
Public Allies, Inc.

Dakota Hall
Leaders Igniting Transformation

Carla Nealy
Perspectives Counseling and  
Clinical Consultation Agency

Adrian Perez
PNC Bank

Laura Gramling Perez
Milwaukee County Circuit Court

Charles Roedel
Town Bank/Wintrust

Christine Stelzer
Alternatives in Psychological  

Consultation

Maddy Tarbox
VJS Construction Services, Inc.

Timothy R. Baack, MS, LPC
President & CEO

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Revenue
n	 Government	 59%
n	 Contributions	 21%
n	 United Way	 10%
n	 Fee for Service	 8%
n	 Special Events	 3%

TOTAL REVENUE	 $5,229,820

Expenses
n	 Program Expenses	 79%
n	 Fundraising	 12%
n	 Administration	 9%

TOTAL EXPENSES	 $4,926,054

2020 Financials

Program Expenses
79%

Administration
9%

Fundraising
12%

Contributions
21%

Government
59%

United  
Way
10%

Fee for  
Service
8%

Special  
Events 3%

For more information regarding our financials or to download our most recent Form 990, please visit PathfindersMKE.org.
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“Pathfinders is a safe space, if you have  
nowhere to go you can come here.  

They’ll make you feel like you’re at home.” 
– Pathfinders’ youth
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The way each young person experiences homelessness and trauma is different; in turn their successes look 
different. At Pathfinders, we view each young person’s progress in the context of their story, their trauma, 
their unique challenges and their goals. We share the power to define “what success looks like” with young 
people themselves.

With our mission of Empowering Youth and Changing Lives, young people are empowered to own and 
celebrate their achievements. Knowing that every day Pathfinders is walking alongside them.

From an organizational perspective, Pathfinders has key performance indicators for each program to inform 
the approach our work takes and to ensure that our work is effective. Below are the results of a few, select 
impact outcomes in 2020, which is remarkable given the difficult situations young people faced in the first 
year of the pandemic.

Shelter
Even with COVID-19 

restricting us from serving 
as many youth at one time 

in congregant care, we 
served more youth in 2020 
and achieved an outcome 

of 99% of youth exiting our 
temporary shelter to safety.

Drop-In Center
While we had to limit the 
number of young people 
in our building due to the 
pandemic, our incredible  
staff found new ways to 

connect and serve young 
people in crisis with 92% of 

them having their basic  
needs met.

Supported 
Housing

All of the young people in our 
Supported Housing program 
were able to maintain their 

housing in 2020. In addition, 
80% of them made progress 

toward their employment  
and educational goals.
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Approximately 

4,100
young people accessed Pathfinders’ 
services in 2020, which includes  
one-on-one interactions with our  
street outreach team.

Of that number, 

760
Young people received intensive case 
management, counseling, housing,  
shelter, sexual exploitation and  
trafficking advocacy, educational  
and basic needs support.

25%
Of the young people served accessed  
two or more Pathfinders services  
and of those who reported their  
sexual identity,

23%
identify as LGBTQ+. 

92%
Of those we serve identify as  
Black, Hispanic, Indigenous, Asian  
and Multi-racial and nearly

99%
of the young people we work with  
identify as low- or extremely- 
low-income.

Yo
u

ng


 People
 Served

“So many times when I was homeless, 
I wanted to kill myself. Pathfinders 
reminded me that I am strong and it’s 
worth it.” 

– Pathfinders’ young person
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HONORING 50 YEARS OF PATHFINDERS IN 2020

“When I walk out the front door my mind often 
stays behind. I ask myself where the kids are at, 
where I would like to see them at. And how I can 
help them get there.”

– Pathfinders’ staff member in 1972
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Three grassroots organizations formed in the late 60s-early 
70s in response to community crises – crises that continue 
to impact the greater Milwaukee area today. They quickly 
became what is now known as Pathfinders.

Today, Pathfinders represents one of Wisconsin’s oldest 
and most effective nonprofit organizations serving youth 
in crisis. Our low-barrier, innovative services support 
young people in finding safety, hope and healing through 
our free and voluntary services.

We mentioned several times that 2020 wasn’t how we 
expected to celebrate our 50th year of service. But in 
many ways, we felt blessed. We are honored that you 
entrusted us with your investments at a time when the 
world felt unstable. And we’re energized by where we’re 
going in the near future. 

Since our inception in 1970 through today, many 
themes have remained constant. These photos and 
quotes are of young people who found a safe space, 
found their voice and found the courage to take steps 
toward building their futures. 

“No one ever really believed 
me about the abuse before 
but here you actually did.” 

– youth in 1995

“My favorite thing 
about the Drop is that 
it’s like a safe zone.  
I can just come here 
and be me. I can deal 
with whatever I’m 
dealing with safely.” 
– young person in 2019

“I feel confident 
and responsible 
enough now to  
live a good and 
healthy life.” 

– youth participant 
in 1981
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TRAILBLAZER CIRCLE 
($20,000 and up)

Chris Abele
Bader Philanthropies
Brady Corporation Foundation
Dressember
Greater Milwaukee Foundation

MKE Responds Fund
Impact100 Greater Milwaukee
Matthew & Kathryn Kamm
Chuck Moyer
Northwestern Mutual Foundation
The ROS Foundation
Tellier Foundation
United Way of Greater Milwaukee 

COVID-19 Urgent Needs Fund
Wisconsin Partnership Program

VANGUARD CIRCLE 
($5,000-$19,999)

Anonymous
Alice Ambrowiak
American Family Insurance 
  Dreams Foundation
Assurant
Tim Baack & John Sheaffer
BMO Harris Bank
Charles E. Kubly Foundation
Karen & Dick Christenson
Kimberly & Gary Draeger
Evan and Marion Helfaer Foundation
FlorenceCares, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Florsheim
Forest County Potawatomi  
  Foundation
Chris Francis
Chris Gawart
Greater Milwaukee Foundation

John J. Brander and  
  Christine E. Rundblad Fund
Paul P. Lipton Fund

Green Bay Packers Foundation
Green Bay Packers Give Back 
  COVID-19 Community Relief Fund
Harley-Davidson Foundation
Jane Hawes & David Shapiro
Hepburn "Bootstrap"  
  Foundation, Inc.

Herb Kohl Philanthropies
Todd & Jody Herbert
James & Leigh Peterson  
  Family Foundation
Jane Bradley Pettit Foundation
Adel Korkor
Krause Family Foundation
Ladish Co. Foundation
Renee & Mark Manion
Marcus Hotels & Resorts/ 
  Marcus Corp
Keith Mardak & Mary Vandenberg
Steve & Mary Meyer
Milwaukee Jewish Federation

Chudnayshun - The Nicholas 
Samuel Chudnow Fund

MODA3
Plymouth Church UCC
Mark & Julie Polzin
Matthew Quirk
R.A. Stevens Family Foundation
Real Estate Alliance for Charity  
  (REACH)
Robert W. Baird & Co. Inc.
Skylight Music Theatre
Stackner Family Foundation, Inc.
Christine Symchych &  
  James McNulty
Brian & Jennifer Teunissen
TJX Companies, Inc.
Weiss Family Foundation
Wells Fargo Foundation
WHEDA Foundation
William H. Tilley Family Foundation

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE 
($2,500-$4,999)

Atonement Lutheran
John Bedalov & Megan McGee
Noelle & Ted Bryant-Nanz
Courage MKE
Mark & Lisa Filla
John Florsheim & Lindy Yeager
Gardner Foundation
Greater Milwaukee Foundation

Catherine & Walter Lindsay  
  Foundation
Mainman Family Fund

Charlie & Beverly Groeschell
Linda & Michael Groth
Guardian Credit Union
Ronald Jacquart
Ted & Mary Kellner
Kolaga Family Charitable Trust
Todd & Julia Loehrl
Grace & John Lover
Margaret & David Marshall
Greg & Rhonda Oberland
PPC Foundation
Andy Reid & Jamie Beauchamp
Peter & Lisa Richardson
Ridge Community Church
Mary Ellen Stanek
Town Bank - A Wintrust  
  Community Bank
VJS Construction Services
Mark & Danielle Vorkapich
We Energies Foundation

VISIONARY CIRCLE 
($1,000-$2,499)

Anonymous
Artisan Partners, LP
Lee Barczak
Lee Beitzel & Jill Ritterbusch
Sarah Berg & Amy Underberg
Lois Bernard
Ramel & Danielle Bly
PJ Boylan
Brewers Community  
  Foundation, Inc.
Buelow Vetter Buikema  
  Olson & Vliet, LLC
Bob & Chris Bukowski
Greg & Lyn Carpenter
Mary Carson
Naomi & David Cobb
Candice D’Italia Gray
Andrew DeGuire &  
  Nikki Sohm DeGuire
Margaret Dethloff & Terri Zeh
Dorothy Inbusch Foundation
Jeanine Doubek
William Eckert
Laura & Mustafa Emir
Bob Ferriday & Barb McMath

Thank you! Pathfinders is grateful for the financial and in-kind contributions of individuals, foundations, 
corporations and organizations that helped us Empower Youth and Change Lives in 2020.
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First Business Bank
GE Healthcare
Doug & Terri Gordon
Greater Milwaukee Foundation

Journal Foundation / Thomas &  
  Yvonne McCollow Fund
Patrick W. & Lois S. Cotter Fund
Sarah Kim Berg Fund

Harley-Davidson Motor Company
Leslie Hauser & Karl Wuesthoff
Paula & Quinn Hogan
Sarah Hostetler
Immanuel Presbyterian Church
Infinity Benefit Solutions
Joan and Fred Brengel Family  
  Foundation
John T. & Suzanne S. Jacobus  
  Family Foundation
Amy & Matt Johnson
Linda & Mike Katz
Jacqueline Kelnhofer
Joan Kunicki
Patrick LeSage
Ken-David Masur &  
  Melinda Lee Masur
Duane McAllister
Dean & Kay Mehlberg
Jim Meier
Ann Meillier
Milwaukee Jewish Federation

Saffro and Levy Family Fund
Stewart Morrisey
Michelle Mueller
Patrick Mutsune &  
  Brett Timmerman
Richard & Anita O'Conor
Rob & Julie Petri
Warren Pierson
PNC Financial Services Group
Kim Preston
Randy & Sue Ratkowski
Katharine Richards
Chuck Roedel
Margot Schwartz
Brian Schwellinger
John & Karen Silseth
Genie & Thomas Smith
St. Eugene Congregation
St. Mary Catholic Faith Community
Robert & Dara Stockinger
Maddy Tarbox
The CLOROX Company

Martin & Maria Tyksinski
Mike & Katie Utschig
Barbara Warner
WaterStone Bank
Wauwatosa Presbyterian Church
Rick & Barb Wiederhold
Carol & Lee Wolcott
Michael & Marcela Wysong

PIONEER CIRCLE 
($500-$999)

Anonymous
7th House Realty LLC
Jonathan Adams & Jeri Rose
Tom & Mary Ann Albiero
Melissa Arnold
JaneAnn & Mark Barrett
Bostik, Inc.
Philip & Theresa Breunig
Alan Bronikowski
Jami Burrell
Jeffry & Shelby Knezel  
  Charitable Fund
Cival Collective
Corey Clark
Christin Cleaver
Congregation Beth Israel Ner Tamid
Jill & Craig Cookle
COUNTRY Financial
Brian Cummings
Joe Czechowicz
Joanne Danforth & Stewart Edwards
Donald Driver Foundation
Steven Duback
Kory Ellis
Richard Faherty
Paul Florsheim
Karlene Fox
Jeanne Godfrey
Jon Godfrey
Peter Goldberg
Laura Gramling Perez
Greater Milwaukee Foundation

Bill & Gwen Werner Fund
Paul & Philia Hayes Fund
The Birch Lodge Fund

Mark Groth
Annie Grunwald
Anita Gulotta-Connelly

Dakota Hall
Rikki & John Harry
Kathleen Hartl
Mary & Hal Hinderliter
Holy Trinity Latvian Evangelical 
  Lutheran Church
Kalmbach Publishing Co.
Renee Kirnberger
Colleen Kramer
Tatiana Kretlow
Brian & Suzanne Lanser
Nancy Laskin
Matt & Suzanne LeSage
Frederick & Kathleen Licau
Sue & Tom Martin
Mary of Magdala, Apostle to the  
  Apostles Church
Mike Matthias & Barb Stutz
Peter McDermott
James McFarland &  
  Jaime Sebastian Andre
KPMG, LLP
Jesse Mendelsohn & Tony Porcelli
Mequon United Methodist Church
MOD GEN
Randy & Lynn North
Kathleen O'Connell
Eric & Kate Olsen
Our Lady of Lourdes
Marian Ricci
Jennifer Shedd
St James Congregation
St. Peter's Episcopal Church
St. Therese Parish
Mary St. Ville
Carlton Stansbury
Lynda & Jeff Stephany
James & Annette Surfus
The Lowe Group
Shannon Trevithick
Trinity United Church of Christ
Sarah Tybring
Astra Valters
Corinthia Van Orsdol
Dan & Sue Vliet
Jean Weber
Steven & Kristen Weisman
Abigail Weiss
Sylvia Zapata

Circles of
 Su

ppor
tPathfinders worked to ensure the accuracy of this listing. If you 

see a discrepancy, contact development@pathfindersmke.org.
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23 Years
Thomas Heppe & Andrea Johnson

20 Years
Karen & Dick Christenson
Northwestern Mutual Foundation
Barbara Baack

19 Years
Tim Baack & John Sheaffer

18 Years
Bruce & Kathi Campbell
Carl F. & Karen J. Engelhardt
Linda & Michael Groth
Stackner Family Foundation, Inc.

17 Years
Bob Ferriday & Barb McMath

16 Years
Mark Overs

15 Years
Herb Kohl Philanthropies
Keith Mardak & Mary Vandenberg
Joseph & Amy Stanley
Rick & Barb Wiederhold

14 Years
Dena Fellows
Jane Hawes & David Shapiro
Marianne & Fred Kramer
Christine Stelzer &  
  Austin Braganza
Jan Stenlund

13 Years
Anonymous
Jean Rynes
TJX Companies, Inc.
Steven & Kristen Weisman

12 Years
Thomas Callan
Thomas & Patricia Ehrmann
John Florsheim & Lindy Yeager
Edward Konkol
Eric & Kate Olsen
Rob & Julie Petri

11 Years
Anonymous
Jay Edmundson & Andrew Warner
GMF - Paul & Philia Hayes Fund
Joan and Fred Brengel  
  Family Foundation
Matthew & Kathryn Kamm
Ted & Mary Kellner
Kolaga Family Charitable Trust
James McFarland &  
  Jaime Sebastian Andre
Mike Mooney
Peter & Lisa Richardson
George & Marilyn Searing
John & Karen Silseth
Candace Slaminski
Martin & Maria Tyksinski
WaterStone Bank
Gregory Wille & Carol Holley

10 Years
Assurant
Doris Curley
Leigh Faust
Marty & Toni Liddy
Michael & Donna Owens
Mark & Julie Polzin
Terry Sater
Jan Singer
Vera Tollefsen
Corinthia Van Orsdol
Wauwatosa Presbyterian Church

9 Years
Anonymous
Lee Beitzel & Jill Ritterbusch
Kevin Carroll
John & Therese Fleissner
Chris Francis
Phillip & Janet Gural
Donald Jackson
Krause Family Foundation
James & Donna Makouske
St. Mary Catholic  
  Faith Community

8 Years
Miriam Colton
Brian Cummings
Mark & Lisa Filla
Doug & Terri Gordon
Elizabeth & David Lee
Margaret & David Marshall
Janet & Randy Peterson
Plymouth Church UCC
Toby Recht
Peter & Karen Sheaffer
Maddy Tarbox
Mike & Katie Utschig
Wendy Walsh

7 Years
Lori Ashworth
Jami Burrell
Margaret Dethloff & Terri Zeh
Karlene Fox
GMF - Paul P. Lipton Fund
Mary & Hal Hinderliter
Jean Jackson
Willie Johnson Jr.
Arlene & Thomas Kochanski
Delphine Lukomski &  
  Charmaine Heiden
Jean Mercier
Joan Meyers
Joan Molenaar
Kathleen Seitz
Ruth Sommer
Anonymous
Cynthia & Gary Stevens
Carol & Lee Wolcott

6 Years
AmazonSmile Foundation
JaneAnn & Mark Barrett
Robert Bauer
BMO Harris Bank
Diane Carlson
Cedarburg Lions Club
James Cincotta
James & Mary Ellen Clinton

Pathfinders’ Loyalty Society recognizes financial donors who invest in our mission three or more years in a row. 
This new donor recognition program was launched in 2020 in honor of our 50 years of serving Milwaukee’s most 
vulnerable young people and in celebration of the extraordinary commitment many of our donors make by 
investing in Pathfinders each calendar year. Listed below are donors who have given to our mission annually.
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Mary Ann & Joseph Czarnezki
Chris Felix
FlorenceCares, Inc.
Great-West Financial
Kathleen Hartl
Anonymous
Maggie Hucko
Jane Bradley Pettit Foundation
Linda & Mike Katz
Elaine Kressin
Rosemary Meinholz
Mequon United Methodist Church
Greg & Rhonda Oberland
Richard & Anita O'Conor
Patricia & Gerrit Ostermick
Mats & Wendy Petersson
Roy & Karen Pingel
R.A. Stevens Family Foundation
Andy Reid & Jamie Beauchamp
Timothy & Judith Reidy
Eric Reynolds
Killian & Caroline Schachtlie
David & Judith Scharfenberger
Dirk & Patty Steinert
Robert & Dara Stockinger
Charlene Van Orsdol
We Energies Foundation

5 Years
Anonymous
Tom & Mary Ann Albiero
Mary Briscoe
Kristine Devitt
Consuelo Garcia-Herman
Paula & Quinn Hogan
James & Leigh Peterson  
  Family Foundation
Dick & Nancy Johnsen
Margaret Lampark
Nancy Lawlor
Patrick LeSage
Sandra & Peter Mahsem
James and Joanne McGillis
Michelle Mueller
Lester Radtke
Chuck Roedel
José Salazar
Catherine Schulz
Sisters of St. Dominic

Joseph Smith
St. Agnes Congregation
Brian & Jennifer Teunissen
Thrivent Financial
Shannon Trevithick

4 Years
Dean Albrecht
Paul & Rosemarie Barrette
Justin Blount
Janet Briggs
Marie & David Cimpl
Christin Cleaver
Naomi & David Cobb
Molly Collins
Jill & Craig Cookle
Robert Cooper
William & Kathy Czerniakowski
Robert & Micki D'Acquisto
Andrew DeGuire &  
  Nikki Sohm DeGuire
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Thomas & Dana Fredrickson
Amber Gierach
Gary & Faye Giesemann
Peter Goldberg
Mary Harriman
Tom & Katie Heinen
Laura Heleniak
Mary Henke
Hepburn "Bootstrap"  
  Foundation, Inc.
Suzanne & Sid Herszenson
Immanuel Presbyterian Church
Robyn & Christopher Kelley
Jacqueline Kelnhofer
Renee Kirnberger
Colleen Kramer
Joanna Kuzba
Matt & Suzanne LeSage
Elizabeth Levar
Frederick & Kathleen Licau
Anthony & Helen Lobue
Kevin & Catherine Loughney
Kathleen Macak
Mary of Magdala, Apostle to the  
  Apostles Church
Beth & Roy Matway
Daniel McQuillin

Mary Meillier
Joseph & Kathleen Milanowski
Alicia Mohn
Linda & William Mohr
Shaun Navis
Jill Ponasik & William Bradley
Kim Preston
Wayne & Theresa Ramus
Randy & Sue Ratkowski
Katharine Richards
Diane & Jeffrey Roznowski
Matt Runquist
Paul Schmitz
Amalia Schoone
William & Jeanette Schweitzer
Christine Simon
Dottye & Carl Stebbins
Angie Striepling
The ROS Foundation
VJS Construction Services
Dan & Sue Vliet
Mark & Danielle Vorkapich

3 Years
Alice Ambrowiak
Cameron Armstrong
John Augustyniak
Jennifer Balistreri
Cary Bilicki
Brady Corporation Foundation
Brewers Community  
  Foundation, Inc.
Sandra Ceranski
Cynthia & Randy Brier
Michael & Marianna Bruch
Pam & Mike Carroll
Mary Devitt
Steven Doman
Forrest Doolen
Kimberly & Gary Draeger
Kevin Erdman
Evan and Marion Helfaer  
  Foundation
First Business Bank
Anne & Dean Fitzgerald
Kate Fowdy
Chris Gawart
Gary Geisler
Marly Gisser & Thomas Gaudynski

Continued on back cover



Main Office / Education Center 
4200 N. Holton St. Suite 400

Milwaukee, WI 53212
Bus Routes: 14 & 15, Red Line

414.964.2565

Youth Shelter
1614 E. Kane Pl.

Milwaukee, WI 53202
Bus Routes: Green Line, Gold Line

414.271.1560

PathfindersMKE.org  Facebook.com/PathfindersMKE
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  Christine E. Rundblad Fund
Daniel Goldin
Laura Gramling Perez
Dakota Hall
Richard & Charmaine Heiden
Ed & Doris Heiser
Caroline Hess & Robert Higuchi
Alden Hoot
Carly Hurley
Karen Johnson
Anna Kaminski
Laura Kerecman
Daniel Kotowicz
Scott & Mary Krienke
Joan Kunicki
Ladish Co. Foundation

C. Langman
Carmen Leonardelli
Jane Levar
Marcus Hotels & Resorts/ 
  Marcus Corp
Rosann & Larry Mathias
Jesse Mendelsohn & Tony Porcelli
James Moore
James & Beth Nacker
Eric Newman
Jessica Obenauf
William Olivier
Lawrence & Rose Peters
Kate Pollmann
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church
Nancy Putz
Amelinda Robles
Cassie Schell

Donna Schmidt
Paul & Karen Schold
James Schultz
Catherine Schweigel
Pam & Gary Singer
Ellen Smith
John & Donna Stokman
James & Annette Surfus
Shary Tran
Anna Varley
Kate Venne
Brian Volkers
Bob Waite
Daniel Weber &  
  Shelley Budney-Weber
Azure'De Williams
Peggy Williams-Smith &  
  Tim Smith

Continued from page 11


